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Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—Lib) (5.40 pm): It gives me great pleasure to second the

motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition. This morning the Premier stated, ‘I notice we have had
some argy-bargy about uranium.’ The Premier did not make clear that the argy-bargy is all occurring on his
side of the House. No, Premier—

Government members interjected. 
Mr LANGBROEK: The members opposite will hear from the member for Charters Towers later. The

Premier’s position is not clear: his party’s position is not clear and his personal position is not clear. This
morning the Premier may have entered into Hansard the position that the Queensland government’s policy
is no uranium mining, no processing and no nuclear dump in Queensland. But this position has changed,
has been played around with, has been made subject to the federal ALP. Consequently, the Premier’s
position has been unclear ever since uranium mining was put back on the political agenda.

This ever-changing position has developed as a result of Labor’s internal argy-bargy. The only thing
this position has not been is in the interests of the state of Queensland. This position has been developed
without proper consideration of the potential growth of the Queensland economy. This position has not
been developed in the consideration of the future employment opportunities that it would create. Before
the Premier justifies his party’s position by suggesting that uranium mining may affect our coal industry,
how about he waits until his department gets back to him as to whether that would, in fact, occur.

Why does the Labor Party believe that uranium mining and coalmining in this state have to be
mutually exclusive industries? Just because one is operating does not mean the death of the other. I refer
to the article by the member for Hervey Bay, Andrew McNamara, which appeared in the Courier-Mail on 13
April. It states—
QRC—

which is the Queensland Mining Council—
chief executive, Michael Roche said recently that Queensland’s coal miners could see no justification for excluding Queensland
uranium from the global energy mix. 

Instead of trying to instigate fear in and about the coal industry, the government should get its
position straight. As I have said, any observer of the Labor Party is completely confused as to whether the
party is for or against uranium mining or whether it is for or against new jobs in this state.

The continued changing of position in the last couple of months by the government means that any
observer could not possibly accept that the position stated by the Premier this morning will not necessarily
change tomorrow, or next week, or when the federal ALP finally makes a decision on where it stands.

Here is what members of the Labor Party have said over the past few months and why the coalition
and anyone who observes politics is confused as to the stance of the ALP. I will start with the Premier.
Throughout 2005, Premier Beattie stated that it is not in this state’s interests to be supporting the
development of a nuclear industry and that this position is based on sound economic assessment. As late
as 28 March 2006 in the Age he stated—
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We have a good relationship with the Chinese, they are ... big buyers of our coal and I want to make sure that they continue to be big
purchasers of our coal ... but are we going to have any more uranium mines? From the Queensland Government’s point of view—no. 

The Labor member for Indooroopilly, Ronan Lee, has come out and said that his view is to leave it in
the ground—‘Don’t dig it up, I would like to close the three mines that are already open in other states and
I will fight tooth and nail in the caucus to make sure there are no changes to the policy.’ 

Then the federal ALP and the ALP in other states started changing their minds. The Premier of
South Australia, Mike Rann, along with federal Labor politicians from that state have called on their
Canberra colleagues to rethink the 20-year-old Labor policy that bans new uranium mines. Then federal
Labor leader, Kim Beazley, and his resource spokesman have both said that they agree in principle with
the export of uranium.

That is against what Premier Beattie and Ronan Lee are saying. But knowing that, the Queensland
Labor Party decided to alter its position. The member for Mount Isa has come out and said, ‘I am firmly
committed to uranium mining and will do everything I can within the party to bring about change.’ A firmly
committed McGrady up against Lee, who is going to fight tooth and nail in the caucus: this is Labor argy-
bargy at its best. I cannot wait to see who would win that fight, but I have a feeling I know who will. Labor’s
Andrew McNamara has also insisted that energy hungry countries may consider Queensland’s anti-
uranium stance as selfish and could cause diplomatic tension.

A government member interjected. 
Mr LANGBROEK: That is what the member said in the Courier-Mail on 13 April. Only last week the

Courier-Mail reported that Andrew McNamara’s comments have further divided the government on this
contentious issue.

In light of this argy-bargy and in light of the changing federal Labor position, Premier Beattie decided
to start altering his original hardline stance. On 4 April he said—
I don’t want to do anything that’s going to undermine the coal industry, but the future of uranium’s in the hands of the national ALP
conference.

On 5 April the Premier told the Courier-Mail—
I’ll be asking my department to do some work on that prior to the ALP conference and my position on the floor ... will be determined
on the outcome of that.

This is why the Premier’s position remains unclear. It has changed. How can we expect that it will
not change again? Furthermore, and what is inexcusable, is that the Premier will not develop his position
in the interests of Queensland but in accordance with what the federal ALP tells him to do. This morning
the Premier acknowledged that fact after he made the claim that his position was clear. 
File name: lang2006_04_20_62.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Uranium Mining
	Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise-Lib) (5.40 pm): It gives me great pleasure to second the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposi...
	Government members interjected.
	Mr LANGBROEK: The members opposite will hear from the member for Charters Towers later. The Premier’s position is not clear: his...
	This ever-changing position has developed as a result of Labor’s internal argy-bargy. The only thing this position has not been ...
	Why does the Labor Party believe that uranium mining and coalmining in this state have to be mutually exclusive industries? Just...
	QRC-
	chief executive, Michael Roche said recently that Queensland’s coal miners could see no justification for excluding Queensland uranium from the global energy mix.

	Instead of trying to instigate fear in and about the coal industry, the government should get its position straight. As I have s...
	The continued changing of position in the last couple of months by the government means that any observer could not possibly acc...
	Here is what members of the Labor Party have said over the past few months and why the coalition and anyone who observes politic...
	We have a good relationship with the Chinese, they are ... big buyers of our coal and I want to make sure that they continue to ...

	The Labor member for Indooroopilly, Ronan Lee, has come out and said that his view is to leave it in the ground-‘Don’t dig it up...
	Then the federal ALP and the ALP in other states started changing their minds. The Premier of South Australia, Mike Rann, along ...
	That is against what Premier Beattie and Ronan Lee are saying. But knowing that, the Queensland Labor Party decided to alter its...
	A government member interjected.
	Mr LANGBROEK: That is what the member said in the Courier-Mail on 13 April. Only last week the Courier-Mail reported that Andrew McNamara’s comments have further divided the government on this contentious issue.
	In light of this argy-bargy and in light of the changing federal Labor position, Premier Beattie decided to start altering his original hardline stance. On 4 April he said-
	I don’t want to do anything that’s going to undermine the coal industry, but the future of uranium’s in the hands of the national ALP conference.
	I’ll be asking my department to do some work on that prior to the ALP conference and my position on the floor ... will be determined on the outcome of that.

	This is why the Premier’s position remains unclear. It has changed. How can we expect that it will not change again? Furthermore...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


